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If you’re publishing PDFs from DITA and want high quality with minimal effort, you should consider using DITA-FMx and FMx-Auto. If you’re already using FrameMaker and DITA-FMx, FMx-Auto will enable you to create the same PDFs you’re getting through manually saving the FMx-generated book to a PDF, using scripting or batch processing.

If you’re currently generating PDFs through an XSL-FO based process, and aren’t satisfied with the quality of those PDFs, FMx-Auto will enable you  to take advantage of FrameMaker’s layout and formatting capabilities, while still using another XML editor for authoring. These tools support all versions of FrameMaker from FM7.2 on up through 10. 

DITA-FMx and FMx-Auto can be installed with FrameMaker Server to provide a PDF publishing solution linked to your CMS or other server-based publishing process.

Just because you’re using DITA doesn’t mean that you have to give up high-quality PDFs!  

	DITA-FMx provides features to control the formatting and layout of a PDF generated from a DITA map. These features are easier to use than similar options you might find in other PDF creation tools.
	FMx-Auto unlocks the API in DITA-FMx so you can automate the book and PDF creation process. An FMx-Auto installation includes the AutoFM plugin as one way to drive this automation.
	AutoFM is an XML-based scripting tool for automating processes within FrameMaker. In this case it is used to open a DITA map and run the DITA-FMx Map to Book process to create a fully formatted FrameMaker book, then save that book to a PDF.


See how easy it is to get well formatted PDF output from a DITA map using FMx-Auto and DITA-FMx. This video provides a quick (5 minute) overview of the entire PDF publishing process using FMx-Auto.



» Link to video on YouTube.

Information and download:

	FMx-Auto
	DITA-FMx
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			Welcome!
			Welcome to the Leximation blog. We will be posting descriptions of our videos as well as articles on FrameMaker, DITA-FMx, DITA, EPUB, AIR Help, and other random topics.

Feel free to add comments and join in on the discussions.

--Scott Prentice
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